Golden Goa
pyjama trousers, playing the guitar or gossiping with those who
passed, but when they went out, which they did in rotation, the
grand suits were put on. 'You would say they were lords/ says
Pyrard. "with an income of 10,000 livres, such is .their bravery,
with their slaves behind them and a man carrying over them a big
parasol. There are places where these slaves are to be hired and
one can be got for half a day for a copper.'
As they masqueraded in this fashion, they copied to the best of
their ability the elaborate manners of their betters. Linschoten,
who was at Goa in 1585, has some phrases which show the flourish
they aimed at. 'They step very softly and slowly forwards, with a
great pride and vaine-glorieus majestie/ writes the bluff Dutch-
man of the way real fidaigos promenaded. When two met, while
they were still some paces apart they began 'to stoope with their
bodies, and to thrust forth their foot to salute each other, with
their Hats in their hands, almost touching the ground.' Yet, be-
hind this screen of manners they were watching each other nar-
rowly, ready to take offence at the most trifling lapse in punctilio,
such as a less number of bows returned, or the giving of a sober
far an extravagant compliment. When such an insult was ob-
served, the wronged man would allow no sign of resentment to
escape him, but retiring with a smile would assemble his friends
and presently lie in wait for the offender, set on him, and beat him
with sandbags or bamboos. There were some even more fatal, who
would order their slaves to deal a stab in the back.
Such behaviour having passed into the tradition of our melo-
drama, it is hard to believe that real people ever conducted them-
selves so.
Cheap though living was in Goa, the common soldier could
hardly have managed on his pay alone to turn himself out so well.
But he had another source of income. By 1600 the city was full of
half-caste women. For a century the Government had been en-
couraging mixed marriages and there had also been the freest
intercourse with female slaves. It is in the nature of Eurasian
women to desire a man of pure European blood. The Portuguese
soldiers were, therefore, in great demand. To get a soldier such a
woman was prepared to house him, feed him, pay for his clothes,
see to his washing, and provide him with pocket-money. No mar-
riage usually took place, though the Government recognized the
relationship to the extent of giving the children the right to
inherit from fcoth parents.